But who am I [asked King David], and who are
my people, that we should be able to give as
generously as this? Everything comes from
you, and we have given you only what comes
from your hand.
1 Chronicles 29:14

Part One

What does the
Bible say about
giving?

The Almighty Creator of
the world owns
absolutely everything.
We are his creatures and
everything we have
comes from Him.

Giving for gospel
growth

Money and wealth,
ultimately owned by
God can be twisted to
own us if we allow their
value to take the place
of God in our lives. As
Christians we are called
to be prudent and wise
with our money - to be
faithful, sacrificial and
generous.

Click on the links
under the giving
section of our website:
www.charlottechapel.org

to listen to the
sermons on giving
which were preached
in Spring 2018.
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With grateful acknowledgement of Cash Values by Tony Payne (Matthias Media)

Why should we give?
1. God gave first – let’s give back to God
Because we were created by God, we belong to God. This includes everything we
possess including our money. However, we worship a most generous God who loves
us. The Bible says “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that who ever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
God’s generosity to us enriches our lives both here, and for eternity.

2. To serve God – not money
Jesus warns us in the Bible that it is impossible to serve two masters: “You cannot
serve both God and money…either you will hate the one and love the other, or be
devoted to one and despise the other.” (Matthew 6:24)
What we do with our money is an accurate window into what we find important in
life. Money can deceive us into thinking we can rely on ourselves and forget that we
are only sustained by our Heavenly Father.

3. To become spiritually enriched
Paul instructed the Corinthians to give generously and told them “God is
able to bless you abundantly” (2 Corinthians 9:8). Giving to God will enrich
us spiritually, “Give and it will be given to you” says Luke (6:38).
“A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh,
from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit,
from the Spirit will reap eternal life”
Galatians 6:8

4. To spread God’s gospel.
Spreading the word of God needs financial resources. God has chosen to
spread the gospel through people who proclaim and teach it. The apostle
Paul occasionally worked as a tentmaker, but his calling was to preach the
gospel. To do this he received help from several partner churches. If we
continue to support the ministry at Charlotte Chapel we will free up more
people to fulfil their calling to see the gospel spread and Christ’s kingdom
grow. “The worker deserves his wages.” (1 Timothy 5:18)

How much should we give?
The New Testament never outlines a specific amount that we must give, instead we are told to set aside a regular
portion of our income. Jesus regards the widow’s few coins in Luke 21 as more generous than the rich person’s gift.
Our generosity is marked by the proportion rather than the amount that we give.
In the New Testament we also learn that our giving is to be cheerful, sacrificial, considered, generous and motivated
by thankfulness, love and faith towards God.

“...see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 2 Corinthians 8:7

To tithe or not to tithe?
In the Old Testament God’s people were encouraged to give a tithe (10%) of their income back to him.
This idea is first mentioned in Leviticus (27:30),
A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees,
belongs to the Lord, it is holy to the Lord
Additional offerings to help the poor and free will offerings were also given on top of this baseline. By the
time we reach the New Testament the principal of sacrificial generosity is introduced to replace tithing –
that is Christians are called to give generously as a response to God’s grace shown to us in Jesus Christ.

So what does that mean to us as givers?
Even though the New Testament doesn’t require a tithe, it seems that grace actually lifts the bar on
generosity rather than lowering it. We can make our tithe the springboard of our generosity rather than its
limit.
As 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 reminds us, our giving is a matter of prayerful consideration before God. Our
finances are just one of many areas we must bring before God in prayer as we consider how to worship
him with all that he has so graciously given us.
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor,
so that you through his poverty might become rich.
2 Corinthians 8:9

Who should we give to?
The New Testament outlines four areas where we should give:

1. Our local church — those who teach us the Bible
Galatians 6:6, 1 Timothy 5:17-18

2. Missionaries — those who take the gospel out to others who have not heard

“... As a pastor,
if somebody
came to me and
said, ‘I’d like to
tithe. Where
should I give it?’
I would say,
‘Well, I think it’s
a helpful rule of
thumb to say
that,
considering that
this is your
family of
believers with
its own set of
needs and that
you benefit from
the church and
give your life to
it, starting with
a tithe here is a
good idea. And
from there you
can give more
here and more
elsewhere.”
John Piper

Philippians 4:16, 2 Corinthians 11:8

3. The Christian poor — our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who need help
1 Corinthians 16:1-2, James 2:14-17

4. Those in need — do good to all
Luke 14:12, Galatians 6:10

(http://www.desiring
god.org/resourcelibrary/ask-pastorjohn/should-all-ofmy-tithe-go-to-thelocal-church)

A brief word from Paul
It is often easy to forget that it takes finances to make disciples. Not many people get excited
about covering the cost of electricity bills, staff wages or the costs of printing. In many ways,
these feel uninspiring and disconnected from the work of ministry. But we must not forget that they are means
to an end, and that the end is the urgent work of making and maturing disciples!
God has already used the generosity of our members to spread the gospel in our city, nation and around the
world. As we look out on our city there are still hundreds of thousands of people who have no connection to
any Christian church, and so we presume no saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. As we give ourselves to
prayer, proclamation of the gospel and loving people, our vision is to see even more lives transformed by
Jesus and his gospel to the glory of God. Our hope is to continue to grow at the centre, but also to train
gospel workers who can plant new congregations or revitalise existing congregations so that the gospel has a
growing impact in our nation.
This is an exciting time to be part of Charlotte Chapel and we thank God for the many evidences of his grace.
Please pray on that we would continue to be empowered by His Spirit to make and mature disciples of all
nations. Thank you for your partnership in the work of the gospel.
Yours in Christ,
Paul Rees

How will my money be used?

OUR VISION
To see lives
Our vision

transformed
To see lives
through Jesus to
transformed
throughthe
Jesus
glory of God
to the glory of
God

We want to

OUR MISSION
Our Mission

To glorify God by

To glorify God
making disciples
by making
disciplesof
ofall
all nations.
nations.

Grow

These figures were based on the 2018
budget and will vary slightly from year to year

Train

Who decides how the money is spent?
Each Autumn, the treasurer and the finance team plan a budget for the following year in
consultation with the elders, deacons, pastoral team and budget holders of the various
ministries. This budget is set before the members of Charlotte Chapel in the November
Church Business Meeting for their approval.

Plant

Giving to other organisations
It is clear that the primary responsibility for a church member with regard to giving is to their local church. There
are many good causes outside the work of our own church that members may also want to support.
In the current four year cycle 2016-2020, the elders are giving a platform to the following organisations
commending them to you should you want to give to them over and above your regular support of the work of
Charlotte Chapel.

Criteria

Recommended Organisations

● Training and development
● Social justice
● Voice of the Christian church
● Para-church organisations
● Emergency relief

Bonar Trust, 20 Schemes
Tearfund, Bethany Christian Trust
Christian Institute, Care
Scripture Union, Christians in Sport
Tearfund

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7
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