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C o n t e x t  o f  T i t u s

W e  are g o i n g  t o d i g  i n t o  t he b o o k  o f  T i t us t h i s m o r n i n g  as A l i s o n  has sa i d  an d  

t h is i s a g r ea t b o o k  t o st u d y.  T h e  t he me o f  T i t u s i s t he p r o pe r  be ha v i o u r  o f  

C h r i s t i a ns.  H o w  t he k n o w l e d ge o f  t he t r u t h  w i l l  l ea d t o g o d l i n ess o f  

be ha v i o u r  an d h o w  t h is nee ds t o be passed o n  t o t he ne x t  ge ne ra t i o n  as t he y  

w a i t  f o r  C h r i s t’s re t u r n.  C h r i s t i a ns are t o l i v e se l f  c o n t r o l l e d, u p r i g h t  an d  

g o d l y  l i v es  (v12).  W h y?   B e ca use t he g r a ce o f  G o d  has ap pea re d b r i n g i n g  

sa l v a t i o n  f o r  a l l  pe o p l e (v1 1).  N o t e t ha t t he be ha v i o u r  f l o w s  i n  res p o nse t o  

w h a t  G o d  has d o ne f i r s t l y  i n  us b y  sa v i n g  us b y  H i s  g r a ce.

R ea d  T i t us 2: 1-1 4

P ra y

I n t r o

A t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s i n  o u r  l i v es w e  st o p  an d c o ns i d e r: “ W h a t i s m y  p u r p ose i n  

l i f e?  “ W h a t a re m y  a i m s i n  l i f e?”  “ W h y  a m  I  l i v i n g  o n  t h is p l a ne t a t t h i s t i m e  

i n  h i s t o r y?”  Pe r ha ps t h i n gs ha p pe n t ha t u nse t t l e o u r  r o u t i n e e x i s te n ce an d  

t hese q ues t i o ns b u b b l e u p  t o t he su r f a ce.  O r  pe r ha ps y o u  ha v e ne ve r st o p pe d  

t o t h i n k  o n  t hese t h i n gs at a l l, y o u r  hea d i s d o w n  an d y o u  a re j us t l i v i n g, f u l l  
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stea m  ahea d.  I  w a n t  t o c ha l l e n ge us t h i s m o r n i n g  t o st o p  an d t h i n k  what God 

would have us do as women.  H o w  are w e  t o l i v e as w o m e n  t o da y?  W h a t  

d oes t he B i b l e ha v e t o sa y  o n  t ha t su b j e c t? 

P r i n c i p l es f o r  a l l  w o m e n

F i r s t  o f  a l l  I  w a n t  t o p o i n t  o u t  t ha t t hese v e r ses c o n t a i n  t r u t h  f o r  a l l  w o m e n.  

W e ’ v e rea d t h i s passage an d  pe r ha ps y o u  are w i d o w e d  o r  s i n g l e o r  c h i l d l ess. 

A n d  y o u ’ re t h i n k i n g  w h a t  d oes t h is passage ha ve t o sa y  t o m e  i n  m y  s i t ua t i o n? 

T h ese v e r ses see m  t o assu me t ha t w o m e n  are m a r r i e d  w i t h  c h i l d r e n.  D o es t ha t  

m e a n  I  a m  l i v i n g  a sec o n d  bes t l i f e?  T h e  q u i c k  ans w e r  i s n o  an d t he s l i g h t l y  

l o n ge r o ne i s t ha t t he re a re p r i n c i p l es f o r  us i n  t h i s passage t ha t w e  ca n ap p l y  

t o o u r  i n d i v i d ua l  s i t ua t i o ns w h a t e v e r  t he y  are.  A s  w o m e n  w e  a re s i n g l e f o r  

m u c h  o f  o u r  l i v es e ve n i f  w e  d o  m a r r y  - us ua l l y  20-30 y ea rs o r  so at t he  

be g i n n i n g  an d o n  a ve ra ge 5 t o 1 0  y ea rs at t he en d.   T h a t ’s ab o u t  ha l f  o u r  l i v es. 

S o  h o w  ca n t h ose w h o  are s i n g l e o r  d o n ’ t ha v e c h i l d r e n  o f  t he i r  o w n  re l a te t o  

t he spec i f i c  w o r ds i n  he re ab o u t  h us ba n ds an d c h i l d r e n.   W e  a l l  k n o w  w o m e n  

w h o  are m a r r i e d  an d t h ose w i t h  k i d s.  Y o u  m i g h t  be a rea l  g i f t  t o y o u r  m a r r i e d  

f r i e n d  t o he l p  he r  i n  he r m a r r i a ge as y o u  s i t o u ts i de o f  t he s i t ua t i o n  an d  ha ve a  

d i f f e r e n t  pe rs pe c t i v e o n  i t.  Y o u  ca n c o m e a l o n gs i de a m o t he r  w h o  i s  

st r u g g l i n g  an d enc o u r a ge he r  t o ca re f o r  he r  k i d s, y o u  ca n p r a y  f o r  f a m i l i es i n  
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t he c h u r c h, y o u  ca n n u r t u re an d  sh o w  k i n d ness t o c h i l d r e n  e i t he r  y o u r  

re l a t i v es o r  ne i g h b o u r s c h i l d r e n  o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t he c h u r c h  o r  i n  a w o r k  

en v i r o n m e n t.  A s  y o u  l i s te n t o t he c o m m a n ds spec i f i c a l l y  f o r  m a r r i e d  w o m e n  

w i t h  k i d s t h i n k  ab o u t  h o w  t ha t t r a ns l a tes i n t o  y o u r  l i f e.   H o w  can y o u  p u t  

T i t us 2 i n t o  p r a c t i c e?  H o w  ca n y o u  he l p  o t he rs t o p u t  i t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e?

O l d e r  w o m e n

O n e  o f  t he su r p r i ses he re i s, t ha t as w o m e n, w e  are t o be teac he rs.  O f  t he  

v e rses t ha t spea k  o f  m o t he r h o o d  i n  t he B i b l e (Deu t 2 1: 1 8, P r o v  1 : 8,  P r o v  

6:20, P r o v  29: 1 5, P r o v  3 1:26, S o f  S 8:2, ), m o s t  r e f e r  t o t he m o t he r ’s r o l e as a  

teac he r o f  he r c h i l d r e n.  H e r e Pau l  e x pa n ds t h is t o w o m e n  sp i r i t ua l l y  

m o t he r i n g  eac h o t he r  i n  t he c h u r c h.

D o  y o u  t h i n k  o f  y o u r se l f  as a teac he r?  A r e  y o u  a l r ead y  d o i n g  so? 

T h a t  i s w h a t  Pau l  i s te l l i n g  T i t us t o teac h t he o l d e r  w o m e n  i n  t he C h u r c h  t he re  

i n  C r e t e.  T i t u s, i f  y o u  w a n t  t o i m pa c t  f a m i l i es i n  y o u r  m i n i s t r y, i f  y o u  w a n t  

t he c h u r c h  t o be m o d e l l i n g  g o d l y  be ha v i o u r  t o t he w a t c h i n g  w o r l d  M o n d a y  t o  

Sa t u r day, en l i s t t he he l p  o f  t he o l d e r  w o m e n.  T h e  m essage o f  t he g os pe l  i s t he  

sa me, b u t  w e  as w o m e n, ha ve so me spec i f i c  ap p l i c a t i o ns t ha t w e  nee d t o w o r k  

o n.  T h e  p r a c t i c a l i t i es nee d t o de m o ns t r a te d an d e x p l a i n e d an d  t h i s sh o u l d  be  

d o ne b y  w o m e n, f o r  w o m e n.  
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If you are an older woman, your responsibility before God is to teach the 

younger women.  T h i s i s t he ‘ w h o’ w e  are t o teac h.  Pau l  i s n o t  te l l i n g  us t o  

teac h t he w h o l e c h u r c h, i n  f a c t he spec i f i c a l l y  f o r b i ds t h i s i n  1  T i m o t h y.  T h e  

q ues t i o n  ne x t  a r i ses i n  o u r  m i n d s, w h o  i s ‘ o l de r’ an d w h o  i s ‘ y o u n ge r ’.  W e l l,  

c h r o n o l o g i ca l  age i s o ne o b v i o us m a r k e r, an d I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o p o i n t  o u t  t ha t  

apa r t  f r o m  2 o f  us, w e  are a l l  o l d e r  t ha n so me o ne  and a l l  y o u n ge r  t ha n  

so me o ne.  

V 3     B u t  sp i r i t ua l  m a t u r i t y  i s an o t he r  q ua l i f i e r  re f e r r e d  t o he re.  I t  i s n o t  

he l p f u l  f o r  j us t an y  o l d e r  w o m a n  t o teac h t he y o u n ge r  w o m e n. T h e  l e t te r sta r ts  

w i t h  Pau l  re f e r r i n g  t o t he e le c t as t h ose w h ose k n o w l e d ge o f  t he t r u t h  ac c o r ds  

w i t h  g o d l i n ess o f  be ha v i o u r  (1: 1).  Pau l  has i ns t r u c t e d T i t u s t o be a m o d e l  i n  

h i s be ha v i o u r  as w e l l  as teac h i n g  (2:7).  T h e  e l de rs a re t o l i v e u p r i g h t, h o l y  

l i v es as t he y  i ns t r u c t  w i t h  so u n d  d o c t r i n e.   I n  t he sa me w a y  o l d e r  w o m e n  are  

t o l i v e o u t  w h a t  t he y  teac h an d Pau l  o u t l i nes a f e w  qualifications that must 

be met:

1 . R e v e re n t  i n  be ha v i o u r

T h i s re f e rs t o a re ve r e n ce be f o r e G o d  – a h o l i n ess an d G o d l i n ess o f  c ha rac t er. 

H o w  d o  w e  sh o w  t ha t w e  are re v e re n t  t o w a r ds G o d?  B y  be i n g  o be d i e n t  t o H i s  

c o m m a n ds an d  a ls o re v e re n t  t o w a r ds t h ose i n  G o d  ap p o i n t e d  au t h o r i t y  o v e r  
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us; as a c h u r c h  m e m be r  – su b m i ss i v e t o t he e l de rs, as w i v es su b m i ss i v e t o o u r  

h us ba n ds.

2. N o t  s la n de re rs, b u t  e xe r c i s i n g  se l f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  o u r  t o n g ue.  T h e  w o r d  

used he re i s a ls o t he r o o t  w o r d  f o r  d i a b o l i c a l, i t  i s o f  t he D e v i l  t o spea k  

i l l  o f  an o t her.  I f  w e  are c h i l d r e n o f  G o d, o u r  t o n g ues nee d t o be  

res t ra i ne d f r o m  t h is e v i l.  G o ss i p  i s d i v i s v e an d d i s h o n o u r i n g  t o G o d

3. N o t  s la v es t o m u c h  w i n e, se l f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  o u r  ap pe t i t es.

I  ad m i t  t ha t I  ha v e o f t e n  re l e ga te d t h is pa r t  o f  t he B i b l e t o t he ‘s h o w  b y  

e xa m p l e’ de pa r t m e n t.  A n d  I  m ea n  ‘s h o w  b y  e xa m p l e’ f r o m  a sa fe d i s ta n ce.  I  

c o n f ess t ha t d ue t o m y  f ea r  o f  w h a t  o t he rs w o u l d  t h i n k  o f  m e  i f  t he y  g o t  t o  

k n o w  m e  be t t er, (wh i c h  i s p r i d e) I  ha ve n o t  ac t i v e l y  p u r s ue d spec i f i c  teac h i n g  

an d t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i es w i t h  y o u n ge r  w o m e n.  I t s j us t so m u c h  eas ie r  j u s t t o  

l o o k  g o o d  o n  a S u n da y  i s n ’ t i t.   I t s m ess y  t o l e t o t he rs ge t c l ose an d t o ge t  

c l ose t o o t he rs.

I f  y o u  m ee t t hese q ua l i f i c a t i o ns b y  G o d’s g r a ce, an d i f  y o u  are n o t  ac t i v e l y  

teac h i n g  y o u n ge r  w o m e n, w h a t  i s at sta ke?  W h a t  i s t he b i g  dea l  ab o u t  

o be y i n g  t h is c o m m a n d?  L o o k  at t he ser i o us ness o f  v 5.  W o m e n  are t o teac h  

w h a t  i s g o o d, that the word of God may not be reviled.  H e r e at t he c ha pe l  

w e  l i k e t o t h i n k  t ha t w e  h o l d  G o d ’s w o r d  h i g h l y, t ha t w e  base a l l  t ha t w e  d o  

u p o n  i t, t ha t w e  ge t g o o d  B i b l e teac h i n g  o n  a S u n day.  I s i t  ac t ua l l y  t r ue i n  o u r  
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l i v es?  A r e  w e  su b m i t t i n g  o u r  l i v es t o H i s  au t h o r i t y?  I f  w e  a re hea r i n g  t he  

w o r d  o f  G o d  an d n o t  o be y i n g  i t, l i k e P h i l  sa i d o n  S u n day, w e  are l i k e t he m a n  

b u i l d i n g  h i s h o use o n  t he san d an d  w e  w i l l  f a l l.  H o w  d oes n o t  teac h i n g  

w o m e n  w h a t  i s g o o d  l ea d t o G o d ’s w o r d  be i n g  re v i l e d?  I t s n o t  spe l l e d o u t, b u t  

i m p l i c a te d b y  c o ns i de r i n g  w h a t  t he o p p os i t e w o u l d  be, re be l l i o us, g oss i p i n g  

d r u n k a r ds l ea v i n g  t he y o u n g e r  w o m e n  t o f o l l o w  t he i r  e xa m p l e!   I n  c h 1  o f  

T i t us, Pau l  ta l k s ab o u t  t he be ha v i o u r  o f  so me w h o  p r o f ess t o be C h r i s t i a ns –  

i ns u b o r d i n a te, e m p t y  ta l k e rs an d de ce i v e rs, g r ee d y  f o r  m o ne y, l i a rs, e v i l  beas ts  

an d l a z y  g l u t t o ns.  S o m e o f  t he m  ac t ua l l y  a re C h r i s t i a ns, C h r i s t i a ns w h o  nee d  

t o be re b u k e d  sha r p l y  so t he y  w i l l  be so u n d  i n  t he f a i t h  (v13).

O b e y i n g  Jesus’ c o m m a n d  he re w i l l  i n v o l v e  a c ha n ge i n  o u r  l i f es t y l e, i t  w i l l  

i n v o l v e  an ac t i v e p u r s u i t  o f  re l a t i o ns h i p s w i t h  an o l d e r  w o m a n  an d a y o u n ge r  

w o m a n  - t h i s w i l l  ta ke so me o f  o u r  p r e c i o us t i m e.  I t  w i l l  i n v o l v e an  

e xa m i na t i o n  o f  o u r se l v es i n  t he l i g h t  o f  S c r i p t u r e; i t  m i g h t  i n v o l v e us re d u c i n g  

o u r  a l c o h o l  c o ns u m p t i o n  i n  o r de r  t o be q ua l i f i e d  t o teac h o t he r  w o m e n.  I t  

m i g h t  i n v o l v e  rec o g n i s i n g  t ha t o u r  s la n de r o us w o r ds a re a s i n  aga i ns t o t he rs  

an d G o d  h i m se l f, an d l ea d t o an o t he r  s i n  – t ha t o f  re v i l i n g  G o ds w o r d  b y  n o t  

teac h i n g  o t he r  w o m e n  w h a t  i s g o o d.   I n  sh o r t, i t  w i l l  re q u i r e re pe n ta n ce.  I t  

w i l l  re q u i r e h u m i l i t y  o n  t he pa r t  o f  t he y o u n ge r  w o m e n  t o su b m i t  t o t he  

teac h i n g  o f  an o l d e r  w o m a n, i t  w i l l  r e q u i r e h u m i l i t y  o n  t he pa r t  o f  t he o l d e r  
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w o m a n  t o o pe n he r  l i f e u p  t o c l ose r sc r u t i n y  as she a l l o w s  so me o ne e lse t o  

c o m e a l o n gs i de.  I  f ee l  t ha t I  a m  v e r y  m u c h  b o t h  a y o u n ge r w o m a n  an d an  

o l d e r  w o m a n  so I ’ m  i n  nee d o f  a d o u b l e d ose o f  h u m i l i t y.

 Y o u n g e r  w o m e n

W h a t  i s t he c o n te n t  o f  t h i s g o o d  teac h i n g?  T h e r e are se ve n t h i n gs l i s te d he re;  

(3-5)

1 . L o v e  t he i r  h us ba n ds

2. L o v e  t he i r  c h i l d r e n

3. Se l f  c o n t r o l l e d

4. P u r e

5. W o r k i n g  at h o m e

6. K i n d

7. S u b m i ss i v e t o t he i r  o w n  h us ba n ds

T h ese are a l l  c o u n t e r-c u l t u r a l  t o da y  an d  pe r ha ps e ve n a ls o c o u n te r c u l t u r a l  

t o us C h r i s t i a ns su r r o u n de d as w e  are b y  t he w o r l d  w i t h  i t s f e m i n i s t  an d  

g o d l ess age n da.

L e t s ha v e a q u i c k  l o o k  at eac h o f  t hese c o m m a n ds (3-5)

1 . T o  l o v e t he i r  h us ba n ds – t he w o r d  f o r  l o v e  he re re f e rs t o f r i e n ds h i p  

l o v e, t he w o m e n  are t o l ea r n  t he ha b i t s o f  p os i t i v e r e ga r d  f o r  t he i r  

h us ba n ds, t o de v e l o p  t he e m o t i o ns o f  w a r m t h  t o w a r ds an d de l i g h t  i n  
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t he i r  h us ba n ds.  T h e  l i s t sta r ts w i t h  a v e r y  c l ose re l a t i o ns h i p, t he c l oses t  

w e  ge ne ra l l y  ha v e as h u m a ns.  T h i s i s t he pe rs o n  w h o  k n o w s  o u r  f a u l t s, 

w h o  sees us as w e  rea l l y  a re, an d t he l i s t  sta r ts r i g h t  he re.  H o w  o f t e n  d o  

w e  ta k e o u r  h us ba n ds f o r  g r a n t e d?  H o w  o f t e n d o  w e  t h i n k  ab o u t  

de v e l o p i n g  o u r  re l a t i o ns h i p  w i t h  t he m  t o g r o w  i n  f r i e n ds h i p  t o ge t her. 

L i f e  ca n q u i c k l y  be c o m e a ser i es o f  r a t r u ns.  W e  de ve l o p  pa t t e r ns o f  

re l a t i n g  t ha t ca n be g o o d  o r  n o t  so g o o d.  O l d e r  w o m e n  ca n see o u r  

pa t te r ns an d he l p f u l l y  p o i n t  o u t  a reas t ha t w e  nee d t o c ha n ge.

2. (3-5) L o v e  t he i r  c h i l d r e n – aga i n  t he P h i l e o  t y pe o f  l o v e, n o t  m e r e l y  a  

d u t i f u l  res p o nse b u t  a de l i g h t  i n  an d en j o y m e n t  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n.  W h a t  

w i l l  t h i s l o o k  l i k e?  W e l l, l o v i n g  c h i l d r e n  i s eas y  w h e n  t he y ’ r e as leep! 

B u t  w e  ca n eas i l y  ge t b o g ge d  d o w n  i n  t he da i l y  g r i n d  o f  see m i n g l y  

m e n i a l  tas ks.  D o  y o u  k n o w  t he a ve ra ge n u m b e r  o f  na p p i es t o c ha n ge  

pe r  c h i l d  i s o v e r  2000!!   I  t h i n k  o f  m y  f r i e n d  T r i c i a w h o  has ha d 4 o f  

he r  o w n  c h i l d r e n an d  ad o p te d  4 m o r e.  H e r  o l d es t c h i l d  i s b l i n d, he r  

t h i r d  c h i l d  i s pa r t i a l l y  dea f, he r  f i f t h  has f o e ta l  a l c o h o l  s y n d r o m e  an d  

w i l l  ne ve r  ac h i e v e an y t h i n g  m u c h  aca de m i c a l l y, he’s 9 an d ca n w r i t e h i s  

na m e n o w.  H e r  f i f t h, s i x t h, se ve n t h  an d e i g h t h  a re a l l  d r u g  ba b i es, b o r n  

ad d i c t e d t o v a r i o us d r u gs an d w e r e su b j e c te d t o v a r i o us ne g l e c t f u l  

s i t ua t i o ns i n c l u d i n g  nea r dea t h  b y  de h y d r a t i o n  as i n f a n ts.  A s  suc h t he  
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de v e l o p m e n t a l  d i f f i c u l t i es t hese c h i l d r e n  w i l l  f a ce are j us t be g i n n i n g  t o  

sh o w  t he mse l v es as t he y  ge t o l d er.  I f  y o u r  f i r s t c h i l d  w a s b l i n d, w o u l d  

y o u  ha v e ha d an y  m o r e?  T r i c i a n o t  o n l y  has c ha n ge d o v e r  8,000 

na p p i es, d oes l a u n d r y  m o u n t a i ns a l l  t he t i m e an d f ee ds h oa r ds re g u l a r l y,  

b u t  he r l i f e i s b o u n d  b y  h os p i t a l  ap p o i n t m e n t  a f t e r c h i l d  de ve l o p m e n ta l  

c l i n i c  ap p o i n t m e n t, a f t e r speec h t he ra p y  ap p o i n t m e n t  as w e l l  as a l l  t he  

re g u l a r  ta x i i n g  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  teena ge rs, e t c.  A r e  an y  o f  t hese t h i n gs  

ap p r e c i a t e d b y  soc i e t y?  D o es t he w o r l d  v a l u e he r ca ree r?  D o  pe o p l e i n  

t he c h u r c h  m a k e c o m m e n ts ab o u t  ‘ y e t an o t he r  c h i l d ’?  T r i c i a n o t  o n l y  

d oes t hese en d l ess tas ks b u t  ta k es j o y  an d de l i g h t  i n  eac h o f  he r  

c h i l d r e n.  H e r  ha n ds are w o r n, hac ks, b l i s te rs an d ra g ge d na i l s, she  

su f f e rs f r o m  m i g r a i nes y e t  she i s t i r e l ess l y  l o v i n g  he r  c h i l d r e n.  

A n  o l d e r  w o m a n  i n  t he c h u r c h  has seen t he p r essu re o f  he r l i f e  an d has c o m e  

re g u l a r l y  t o ba b ys i t  w h i l e  she ca n ge t o n  w i t h  h o use w o r k  o r  t he su pe r m a r k e t  

o r  a ha i r  c u t.  T h a t’s T i t u s 2 i n  ac t i o n, o l d e r  w o m e n  he l p i n g  t he y o u n ge r  

w o m e n  t o l o v e  t he i r  c h i l d r e n.  

I  t h i n k  o f  K e n t  an d B a r ba ra, g r a n d  pa re n ts an d g r ea t g r a n d pa re n ts.  T h e y  are  

i n v es t i n g  i n  t he i r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n’s l i v es p r oa c t i v e l y.  T h e y  spe n d  t i m e  w i t h  

t he m  as i n d i v i d ua l s an d i n  l i t t l e g r o u ps, p r a y  f o r  t he m  an d see k  t o teac h t he m  

ab o u t  C h r i s t.  T h e y  a re t he k i n d  o f  g r a n d pa re n t t ha t I  w a n t  t o be.
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3. (3-5) Se l f  c o n t r o l l e d.  A l l  C h r i s t i a ns are t o e x h i b i t  t h i s f r u i t  o f  t he S p i r i t  

an d t h is i s su m m e d  u p  i n  v 1 2  o f  t h i s passage.  T h e  o p p os i te i s t o be  

u n c o n t r o l l e d  an d  e xa m p l es o f  t h i s t y pe o f  be ha v i o u r  i s g i v e n  i n  c h3:3  

 “F o r  w e  o u rse l v es w e r e o n ce f o o l i s h, d i s o be d i e n t, l e d  ast ra y, s la ves t o  

v a r i o us pass i o ns an d p l easu res, pass i n g  o u r  da ys i n  m a l i c e an d en v y,  

ha te d b y  o t he rs an d ha t i n g  o ne an o t her.”  W h e n  w e  rea d t he v e rses f o r  

t he o l d e r  m e n  (v2) w e  see t ha t se l f  c o n t r o l  i s a l o n gs i de so be r-m i n d e d,  

d i g n i f i e d, so u n d  i n  f a i t h, i n  l o v e an d i n  stead f as t ness.  W h a t  a d i f f e r e n ce  

i n  t h ose t w o  l i s ts.  W h a t  d o  y o u  p r e f e r?  W h a t  a d i f f e r e n ce G o d ’s  

g o o d ness an d l o v i n g  k i n d n ess has m a de i n  o u r  l i v es ena b l i n g  us a l l  t o  

g r o w  i n  t h i s a rea o f  se l f  c o n t r o l.

4. (3-5) P u re, i n  t h o u g h t, w o r d  an d dee d.  P u r i t y  sta r ts i n  o u r  m i n d s an d  

hea r ts.  I t  i s e x p r essed i n w a r d l y  as o u r  m i n d s a re t r a ns f o r m e d  b y  t he  

H o l y  S p i r i t  t o k n o w  G o ds w i l l  an d  t o de l i g h t  i n  H i s  g l o r y.  W e  are t o  

t ra i n  o u r  m i n d s as C h r i s t i a ns t o t h i n k  ab o u t  w h a te v e r  i s p u r e, l o v e l y,  

c o m m e n da b l e, e x ce l l e n t, p r a ise w o r t h y  an d d oes an y t h i n g  su m  u p  t hese  

at t r i b u t es l i k e C h r i s t h i m se l f.  A r e  o u r  m i n d s so d w e l l i n g  o n  h i m  t ha t  

w h e n  w e  m ee t i m p u r i t y  f r o m  t he w o r l d  t he f l es h an d t he de v i l  w e  

i de n t i f y  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y  an d a re ab le t o r ec o i l  f r o m  i t?  
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P u r i t y  i s e x p r essed o u t w a r d l y  i n  m o des t d r ess an d  t he ge n t l e an d q u i e t sp i r i t  

t ha t t he ap os t l e Pe te r c o m m e n ds.   N o t  t ha t t h i s i s a f a i l sa f e g u i d e, I  k n e w  a  

g i r l  t ha t o u t w a r d l y  d r essed v e r y  m o d es t l y  a t c h u r c h, hea d c o v e r i n g  an d a l l, b u t  

w h e n  she i n v i t e d  m e  t o bec o m e he r  f a ce b o o k  f r i e n d, t he re w a s an o t he r  s i de  

e x p ose d.  W h a t  d o  y o u r  c l o t h es sa y  ab o u t  y o u r  t h o u g h t  l i f e?  W h a t  d oes y o u r  

f a ce b o o k  pe rs o na sa y  ab o u t  y o u?  I f  y o u  a re f o l l o w i n g  C h r i s t as y o u r  sa v i o u r  

an d L o r d, y o u r  sta t us u p da tes an d  u p l o a de d p h o t os sh o u l d  be p l eas i n g  f o r  a l l  

y o u r  C h r i s t i a n  f a m i l y  t o see.

5. (3-5)  W o r k i n g  at h o m e.  W h a t e v e r  o u r  e m p l o y m e n t  s i t ua t i o n, t he  

p r i o r i t y  o f  t he C h r i s t i a n  w o m a n  i s t o be t he h o m e.  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o sa y  t ha t  

aga i n  - t he p r i o r i t y  o f  t he C h r i s t i a n  w o m a n  i s t o be t he h o m e.  W H A T? 

W h a t  an o u t r a ge o us sta te m e n t  t o m a k e i n  t h i s da y  an d age.  I m a g i n e t he  

resp o nse i f  w e  w e r e i n  P r i n ces S t r ee t G a r de ns sa y i n g  t h i s.  

A  ca ree r t ha t ne g l e c ts h us ba n d  an d/or c h i l d r e n  i s d i s h o n o u r i n g  t o G o d.  

A  f e w  p r o v o ca t i v e t h i n gs t o t h i n k  ab o u t  f o r  t h ose w h o  are m a r r i e d  an d  

espec i a l l y  w i t h  c h i l d r e n.  I f  y o u  are w o r k i n g  o u ts i de t he h o m e  i n  e m p l o y m e n t  

o r  v o l u n t a r y  o r  c h u r c h  w o r k  – W h y?   I s i t  ‘ m e  t i m e ’?  I s i t  o u t  o f  f i n a n c i a l  

necess i t y?  I s i t  t o f u r t he r  m y  ca ree r?  I s i t  beca use m y  h us ba n d  w a n ts m e  t o o r  

beca use I  w a n t  t o?  I s i t  t o f u r t he r  G o ds k i n g d o m?  I s i t  t o ca re f o r  t he nee d y? 

I s i t  t o pa y  f o r  ‘e x t r as’ t ha t ha ve be c o m e necess i t i es?  D o es i t  m a k e o u r  f a m i l y  
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l i f e st ress f u l?  A m  I  ab le t o p r o v i d e a ha ve n o f  res t f o r  m y  f a m i l y  o r  a m  I  so  

b us y  ‘ w o r k i n g’ t ha t I  d o n ’ t ha ve t i m e f o r  m y  h us ba n d  o r  c h i l d r e n  an d I  j us t  

use t he T V  t o a m use b o t h  o f  t he m!  I s m y  o u ts i de j o b  so st ress f u l  t ha t i t  

i m p i n ges o n  m y  p r i o r i t i es at h o m e?  I f  m y  c h i l d r e n  are y o u n g, w h o  i s t r a i n i n g  

t he m  i n  t he w a y  t he y  w i l l  g o?  H o w  m u c h  t i m e a re t he y  be i n g  i n f l u e n ce d b y  

o t he rs an d w h o  i s i n f l u e n c i n g  t he m?

F o r  t he r ec o r d  I  ha ve w o r k e d  i n  sec u l a r  e m p l o y m e n t  as a w i f e  an d as a m o t her. 

I  ha ve d o ne so at t i m es t o f u r t h e r  m y  ca ree r an d  I  t h i n k  I  dec i de d w h a t  I  

w a n t e d  an d Pau l  w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  i t.  I  ha v e a ls o d o ne i t  o u t  o f  f i n a n c i a l  

necess i t y, l i t e r a l l y  t o pa y  f o r  t he f o o d  o n  o u r  ta b l e w h e n  Pau l  w as a st u de n t.

W h e n  I  l o o k  bac k  n o w, I  w i s h  I  ha d n o t  w o r k e d  so m u c h  w h e n  N a t ha n w a s a  

ba b y.  I  r e g re t n o t  se r i o us l y  t h i n k i n g  ab o u t  t he p r i o r i t i es o f  h o m e o v e r  m y  

ca reer.  I  w as i n  t he m i d d l e o f  a f a i r l y  p r e de te r m i n e d  ca ree r pa t h  an d I  j us t  

w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  i t.  I  r e g re t n o t  su b m i t t i n g  m y se l f  t o m y  h us ba n d  i n  d i s c uss i n g  

t he o p t i o ns o f  h o w  w e  w a n t e d t o l i v e as a f a m i l y.  I  w i s h  an o l d e r  w o m a n  ha d  

c o m e a l o n gs i de t o g i v e  m e  a b i g ge r  pe rs pec t i v e.  I  re g r e t n o t  h u m b l i n g  m y se l f  

t o l i s te n an d see k  m o r e w h e n  o l d e r  w o m e n  d i d  m a k e t he o d d  c o m m e n t.  I f  y o u  

ha v e k i ds, t he y  are o n l y  y o u r s t o i n f l u e n ce f o r  a v e r y  sh o r t  t i m e (wh i c h  f ee ls  

l i k e f o r e v e r  i n  t he f i r s t f e w  y ea rs b u t  ac ce le ra tes e x p o ne n t i a l l y).  M a k e  t he  
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m os t o f  i t, d i s c i p l i n e an d t r a i n i n g  are so m u c h  eas ie r  t he y o u n ge r  y o u  sta r t  

w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d  an d t he m o r e p r oa c t i v e y o u  are.  

L o o k  w i t h  m e  at t he e x ce l l e n t  w i f e  i n  P r o v e r bs 3 1 .  T h i s w o m a n’s da ys are 

use f u l, t he y  are s k i l f u l, t he y  are ha r d w o r k i n g  an d t he y  b l ess he r h us ba n d  an d  

he r  c h i l d r e n.   I n  f a c t  t h o u g h  she see ms t o be i n v o l v e d  i n  b us i n ess  

t ra nsac t i o ns, he r o u t  o f  t he ‘ h o m e’ w o r k  i s i n dee d ce n t r e d o n  an d ca r i n g  f o r  

t he h o m e  an d he r  h o use h o l d.

Sec u l a r  b us i ness t o da y  i s de ma n d i n g  m o r e an d m o r e o f  o u r  l i v es.  I s m y  w o r k  

c o m pa t i b l e w i t h  t he p r i o r i t y  o f  m y  h o m e?  D o es m y  e m p l o y m e n t  o r  i n dee d  

m i n i s t r y  ge t t he bes t o f  m e  an d m y  h o use h o l d  t he d r e gs o f  t he da y?

 T h e  w o m a n  i n  P r o v e r bs n o t  o n l y  m a na ges he r h o use h o l d  an d b us i ness w i t h  

e x ce l l e n ce b u t  she i s o u t w a r d  f o c ussed an d uses he r h o m e t o r eac h o u t  t o t he  

p o o r  an d  nee d y  as w e l l , w h i c h  b r i n gs us o n  t o k i n d ness.

6. (3-5) T o  be k i n d.  K i n d n ess i s an u n de r r a te d v i r t ue, k i n d ness reac hes o u t  

w i t h  ge ne r os i t y  o f  hea r t  t o o t he rs, k i n d ness p u ts o t he rs’ nee ds be f o r e  

o u r se l v es, k i n d ness e x p r esses G o d’s l o v e  t o o t he rs.  K i n d n ess see ms so  

o r d i n a r y, so i ns i g n i f i c a n t.  W e  w i l l  d o  w e l l  t o re m i n d  o u r se l v es o f  G o d ’s  

l o v i n g  k i n d ness t o us.  T i t us 3:4-5 p u ts i t  t h i s w a y
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“b u t  w h e n  t he g o o d ness an d l o v i n g  k i n d ness o f  G o d  o u r  Sa v i o u r  

ap pea re d, he sa ve d us, n o t  be ca use o f  w o r k s d o ne b y  us i n  

r i g h t e o us ness, b u t  ac c o r d i n g  t o h i s o w n  m e r c y … .”

 W h e n  w e  sh o w  k i n d ness t o so me o ne, w e  a re ac t i n g  i n  a g o d l y  m a n ner. 

W e  sh o w  k i n d ness n o t  be ca use o f  t he ‘ k i n dess-w o r t h y n ess’ o f  t he o t he r  pe rs o n  

b u t  i n  h u m i l i t y  w e  sh o w  rea c h o u r  t o o t he rs i n  m e r c y  an d k i n d ness.

7. (3-5)  S u b m i ss i v e t o t he i r  o w n  h us ba n ds.  O b v i o us l y  w e  c o u l d  spen d  

m o r e t i m e t h i n k i n g  ab o u t  eac h o f  t hese at t r i b u t es t ha t w e  a re t o g r o w  i n  

an d t h is o ne i s n o  e x ce p t i o n.   G o d’s au t h o r i t y  o r de r  i s sh o w n  i n  t he  

T r i n i t y  – spec i f i c a l l y  i n  G o d  t he S o n  be i n g  su b m i ss i v e t o G o d  t he  

Fa t her.  I t  i s a ls o sh o w n  i n  t he re l a t i o ns h i p  be t w ee n t he c h u r c h  an d  he r  

L o r d, t he c h u r c h  i s t o su b m i t  t o G o d  t he S o n, an d  i n  t he c h u r c h  i t se l f  

w i t h  m e m be rs su b m i t t i n g  t o t he c h u r c h  l ea de rs an d  i n  m a r r i a ge t he w i f e  

su b m i t t i n g  t o he r  h us ba n d.  I n  o u r  m a r r i a ges w e  d o  nee d t o re me m be r  

t ha t w e  are su p p osed t o be a l i v i n g  p i c t u r e t o t he w o r l d  o f  h o w  t he  

c h u r c h  l o v i n g l y  an d  j o y f u l l y  su b m i t s t o o u r  L o r d  Jesus C h r i s t.  W h e n  

w e  rea d t h is pa r t  a t t he be g i n n i n g, w e r e y o u  d r ea d i n g  e ve n c o ns i d e r i n g  

t he ‘S’ w o r d  t h is m o r n i n g  o r  w e r e t h i n k i n g  o f  t he b i g  p i c t u r e o f  b r i n g i n g  

g l o r y  t o G o d  e ve n i n  o u r  m a r r i a ges?
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W h e r e d o  I  sta n d be f o r e t h i s passage t h i s m o r n i n g?  W h a t  has l ea p t  o u t  a t m e  

a f r es h f r o m  G o d ’s w o r d  t o da y?

A s  o l d e r  w o m e n  w h o  a m o n g  us hasn’ t  bee n i r r e v e r e n t  i n  o u r  be ha v i o u r, has n ’ t  

s la n de re d an o t her, has n ’ t p u r s ue d u n g o d l y  esca p i s t be ha v i o u r s?  A s  y o u n ge r  

w o m e n, w h o  a m o n g  us has n’ t bee n se l f i s h, i r r i t a b l e an d  e ve n m a l i c i o us at  

t i m es t o w a r ds o u r  h us ba n ds, o r  us u r p  t he i r  hea dsh i p  o v e r  us b y  ac t i v e  

re be l l i o n  o r  su b t l e m a n i p u l a t i o n?   W h i c h  o f  us m o t he rs has n ’ t bee n ne g l e c t f u l  

o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n’s c ha rac t e rs an d  so u l s, an d u n ca r i n g  at t he u m p t ee n t h  

i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  t he da y?  W h i c h  o f  us has n’ t g i v e n  i n t o  o u t b u rs ts o f  an ger, o r  

g r ee d as w e  i n d u l g e o u r se l v es i n  y e t  an o t he r  “ j us t a t r ea t”?  W h i c h  o f  us hasn’ t  

w a t c he d o r  rea d i m p u r e n o v e l s, T V  sh o w s o r  f i l m s  o r  a l l o w e d  o u r  t h o u g h ts t o  

w a n de r  w h e r e t he y  sh o u l d n ’ t?  W h i c h  o f  us hasn ’ t bee n l a z y, a s la ve t o o u r  

en te r ta i n m e n ts w h i l e  o u r  w o r k  l i es u n t o u c he d?  

W h a t e v e r  o u r  age, w e  are te m p t e d b y  a l l  o f  t hese t h i n gs an d as Psa l m  5 1  p u ts  

i t, t he re me m b r a n ce o f  o u r  f a i l u r es i s e ve r be f o r e us.  W h a t  ca n w e  d o?  I s  

t he re an y  h o pe?  W h o  ca n resc ue us f r o m  t h i s b o d y  o f  dea t h?  Thanks be to 

God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

T h i s i s w h a t  Pau l  p o i n t s o u t  t o T i t us. 

M o t i v a t i o n  o f  t he g os pe l
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L o o k  at v  1 1-1 4 .  W h o  a re w e  as w o m e n  (olde r o r  y o u n ge r)?  W e  a re a l l  

s i n ne rs sa ve d b y  g r a ce.  V 1 1  sa ys “For the grace of God has appeared 

bringing salvation for all people”.  W e  are a l l  s i n ne rs, w e  a l l  nee d resc ue, w e  

ca n n o t  sa ve o u rse l v es, w e  need G o d’s g r a ce, t he g i f t  o f  G o d  w h i c h  i s C h r i s t  –  

t he o ne w h o  has ap pea re d – o n ce f o r  a l l  - t o d i e, - t he r i g h t e o us f o r  t he  

u n r i g h t e o us, - t o b r i n g  us t o G o d.  

This gospel saves us and this same gospel motivates us.  

A s  w e  pass o n  w h a t  g o d l y  be ha v i o u r  l o o k s l i k e t o t he ne x t  ge ne ra t i o n, t he  

g r a ce o f  G o d  c o n t i n ues t o t r a i n  us (v12) t o r e n o u n ce u n g o d l i n ess an d  w o r l d l y  

pass i o ns an d  t o l i v e se l f  c o n t r o l l e d  u p r i g h t  an d g o d l y  l i v es i n  t he p r esen t  age  

w h i l e  w e  w a i t  f o r  o u r  b l essed h o pe, t he ap pea r i n g  o f  Jesus i n  a l l  H i s  g l o r y.  

H o w  d oes t he g r a ce o f  G o d  t r a i n  us?  B y  re m i n d i n g  us o f  t he f u t u r e f i l l e d  w i t h  

t he g l o r y  o f  Jesus C h r i s t.  B y  re m i n d i n g  us o f  o u r  ne w  sta t us.  N o t  j us t s i n ne rs, 

b u t  s i n ne rs r e dee me d  f r o m  a l l  l a w l ess ness.  S i n ne rs w h o  are be i n g  p u r i f i e d  f o r  

h i m se l f, be i n g  m a de i n t o  a pe o p l e m a de zea l o us f o r  g o o d  w o r k s.

W h a t  w i l l  i t  l o o k  l i k e  i f  w e  w o m e n  bec o m e T i t u s 2 w o m e n?  G o d l y  o l d e r  

w o m e n  ge t t i n g  a l o n gs i de y o u n ge r w o m e n  an d  m o d e l l i n g, teac h i n g  an d sha r i n g  

p r a c t i c a l  o be d i e n ce an d  w i s d o m.  T h e  y o u n ge r  w o m e n  p u t t i n g  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  

w h a t  t he y  ha ve bee n tau g h t, l o v i n g  t he i r  h us ba n ds an d c h i l d r e n, l i v i n g  p u r e,  

use f u l  l i v es t ha t g i v e  g l o r y  t o G o d.  B o t h  o f  t he m  de pe n d i n g  o n  G o d’s g r a ce as  
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t he y  f a i l, l e t eac h o t he r  d o w n, an d as t he y  are g r a d ua l l y  san c t i f i e d  t o ge t he r  b y  

t he H o l y  S p i r i t, g i v i n g  t he g l o r y  t o G o d.

W h a t  i m pa c t  w i l l  l i v i n g  t h is w a y  ha ve o n  us, o n  C h a r l o t t e C h a pe l  an d t he  

w o r l d?

• W e  w i l l  be g os pe l  f o c ussed w o m e n.  W o m e n  a wa re o f  l i v i n g  i n  

t he g r a ce o f  G o d, as w e  see G o d ’s h o l y  S p i r i t  a t w o r k  i n  us, c ha n g i n g  

us f o r  h i s g l o r y, w e  w i l l  g i v e  t he g l o r y  t o H i m  an d  re j o i c e as w e  re pe n t  

an d m o v e  f o r w a r d  i n  f a i t h  an d e x pe r i e n ce da i l y  H i s  g l o r i o us sa l v a t i o n.

• W e  w i l l  be a c o m m u n i t y  m i n d e d  pe o p l e, w e  w i l l  c o m e t o c h u r c h  

t o ser v e o t he rs an d as w e  deepe n o u r  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  o ne an o t he r  as  

w e  teac h an d en c o u r a ge eac h o t he r  t o f o l l o w  o u r  L o r d, w e  w i l l  c o m e t o  

c h u r c h  w i t h  o u r  ‘ r es pec ta b l e’ m as ks o f f .  W e  w i l l  be h o nes t ab o u t  o u r  

r ea l  l i v es an d st r u g g l es an d  ca r i n g  as w e  bea r o ne an o t he r ’s b u r de ns.  

W h y  n o t  p r i n t  o u t  o r  c o p y  a l l  t he  ‘ o ne an o t he r’ v e r ses i n  t he B i b l e.  

E v e r y  t i m e w e  c o m e t o ge t he r  a t C h a r l o t t e, l e ts r ead t he ne x t  o ne o n  t he  

l i s t  an d c o m e rea d y  t o o be y  o u r  Sa v i o u r.

• W e  w i l l  be o u t w a r d  f o c ussed t o w a r ds t he w o r l d  t ha t i s o u ts i de t he  

c h u r c h.

L e t s re m i n d  o u r se l v es o f  t he resu l t s o f  t he l i v es l i v e d  t o t he g l o r y  o f  G o d  

o u t l i n e d  i n  t h i s passage; “ t he d o c t r i n e o f  G o d  o u r  Sa v i o u r  w i l l  be ad o r ne d  
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v 1 0”, “so t ha t an y  o p p o ne n ts w i l l  be p u t  t o sha me, ha v i n g  n o t h i n g  e v i l  t o sa y  

ab o u t  us v 8” an d “so t ha t t he w o r d  o f  G o d  m a y  n o t  be re v i l e d  v 5”.  T h ese are  

a l l  o u t w a r d  f o c ussed resu l ts o f  t he g r a ce o f  G o d  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  H i s  w o r d  i n  

o u r  l i v es.  T h e y  re m i n d  us o f  Jesus’ w o r ds i n  Jo h n  1 3:34; 

“A  ne w  c o m m a n d m e n t  I  g i v e t o y o u, t ha t y o u  l o v e o ne an o t he r: j us t  I  

ha v e l o v e d  y o u, y o u  a ls o are t o l o v e  o ne an o t her.  B y  t h i s a l l  pe o p l e w i l l  

k n o w  t ha t y o u  are m y  d i s c i p l es, i f  y o u  ha ve l o v e  f o r  o ne an o t her.”  

T h a t’s a ‘ o ne an o t he r’ v e rse t o ge t us sta r te d.   I f  ne w  c o m e rs c o m e i n t o  

C h a r l o t t e o n  a S u n da y  an d see rea l  f e l l o w s h i p, w o m e n  k n o w i n g  eac h o t he r  

w e l l , an d st i l l  l o v i n g  eac h o t her, enc o u r a g i n g  eac h o t he r  an d bea r i n g  eac h  

o t he rs b u r de ns, t he y  w i l l  see t he l o v e o f  C h r i s t i n  ac t i o n.  T h e y  w i l l  k n o w  t ha t  

w e  are H i s  d i s c i p l es.  A m e n, m a y  G o d  g i v e us h i s g r a ce t o o be y  h i s w o r d  

t o day.

P r a y

W e  are g o i n g  t o c ha t t o ge t he r  ab o u t  t hese v e r ses i n  s ma l l  g r o u ps, f i r s t o f  a l l  

i n t r o d u ce y o u r se l v es an d  ha ve a stab at ans w e r i n g  so me o f  t he d i s c uss i o n  

q ues t i o ns a m o n gs t y o u r se l v es.
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Q ues t i o ns f o r  d i s c uss i o n

1 . W h a t  d i d  y o u  f i n d  m o s t  en c o u r a g i n g  i n  t hese v e rses?

2. W h a t  d i d  y o u  f i n d  m o s t  c ha l l e n g i n g  i n  t hese v e r ses?

3. W h o  is o n  y o u r  l i s t  o f  w o m e n  y o u  m o s t  w a n t  t o bec o m e l i k e?

4. W h o  c o u l d  y o u  enc o u r a ge t o g r o w  i n  g o d l i n ess t h i s w e e k?

Q u es t i o ns f o r  d i s c uss i o n

1 . W h a t  d i d  y o u  f i n d  m o s t  en c o u r a g i n g  i n  t hese v e rses?

2. W h a t  d i d  y o u  f i n d  m o s t  c ha l l e n g i n g  i n  t hese v e r ses?

3. W h o  is o n  y o u r  l i s t  o f  w o m e n  y o u  m o s t  w a n t  t o bec o m e l i k e?

4. W h o  c o u l d  y o u  enc o u r a ge t o g r o w  i n  g o d l i n ess t h i s w e e k?

Q u es t i o ns f o r  d i s c uss i o n

1 . W h a t  d i d  y o u  f i n d  m o s t  en c o u r a g i n g  i n  t hese v e rses?

2. W h a t  d i d  y o u  f i n d  m o s t  c ha l l e n g i n g  i n  t hese v e r ses?

3. W h o  is o n  y o u r  l i s t  o f  w o m e n  y o u  m o s t  w a n t  t o bec o m e l i k e?

4. W h o  c o u l d  y o u  enc o u r a ge t o g r o w  i n  g o d l i n ess t h i s w e e k?
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