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When Jesus Calls
Luke 9:57-62

Charlotte Chapel
22/04/2018

What do you call yourself?

A Disciple
= A follower
 The title they chose 

– Acts 9:2
 Has to be active 

– following someone
 Is a decision you make fresh 

every day 
– to keep following.  

A Christian
= A category
 The title others gave them 

– Acts 11:26
 Can be passive 

– the category you sit in
 Can be a decision 

you made once
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Three men – Luke 9:57-62 (NIV)
57As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, 
“I will follow you wherever you go.”
58Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, 
but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”
59He said to another man, “Follow me.”  
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60Jesus said to him, “Let the 
dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

61Still another said, 
“I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.”  
62Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in 
the kingdom of God.”

No.1 - The Enthusiast

“I will follow 
you wherever 

you go”
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Enthusiasm versus Commitment
Enthusiasm
 Says 

“I feel good about 
this, I will do it"

Commitment
 Counts the cost: 

"whatever it takes, 
however I feel, 
“I will do it"

Half our team are still doing …
Language-study

Vì Đức Chúa 
Trời yêu 
thương thế 
gian, đến nỗi 
đã ban Con 
một của Ngài, 
hầu cho hễ ai 
tin Con ấy 
không bị hư 
mất mà được 
sự sống đời 
đời.
(John 3:16)
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Prayer

Three things go together

Who Jesus is:
Lk 9:20 “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered “God’s Messiah”
What he came to do:

Lk 9:22 “The Son of Man must suffer many  
things … be killed  … and raised to life”

What he calls his followers to do:
Lk 9:23 “Whoever wants to be my disciple must … 
take up their cross daily and follow me.”
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One big issue: Security

 Jesus’ response to the enthusiast: 
“Foxes have dens and birds have nests, 

but the Son of Man has no place 
to lay his head”

 Skype status of a missionary  
kicked out of China
“Life cannot be made secure”

 Jesus is our security

No.2 - The excuse-maker
 Jesus said to another man:

“Follow me”
 The man replied:

“First let me …”

 Genuine reason or excuse?
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“first let me go and bury my father”

 Possibility #1 – His father has just died
o BUT burial was immediate, he wouldn’t be there

 Possibility #2 – His father is alive and well 
o BUT he wants to wait until he has died
o WHY does he want to wait?

? His father would disapprove
? He can receive his inheritance    

“first let me go and bury my father”

 Possibility #2 – His father is alive and well 
o BUT he wants to wait until he has died
o WHY does he want to wait?

? His father would disapprove
? He can receive his inheritance
? His father needs his care
? He is just postponing the decision

“not now; but when it is more convenient”
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No such thing as “convenient discipleship”

 Other excuses … “let me first …”
o

o

 Jesus takes priority over …
o

o

 The time for obedience is now, not later

Why? Our task is urgent

“Let the dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

Why is it urgent?
1. It is a matter of life and death
2. The opportunity is limited
3. We are under orders
4. Jesus is coming back
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Jesus’ call’s us to obedience now 

 He calls us to obedience, 
but not at our convenience

 He is either Lord of all, 
or he is not Lord of all

No.3 The Procrastinator

 Motto: 
Never do today 
what you can 
put off until 
tomorrow

 “Lord, but …”
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What is the problem 
with looking back 
when ploughing?

Don’t look back

An example of commitment to follow

 4 key elements to this story
o Called to follow
o Wants to say goodbye to his family
o Ploughing
o Not turning back

 Who does this make you think of?
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1 Kings 19:19-21 Elijah Calls Elisha
19So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing
with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth 
pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 
20Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father 
and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”
“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”
21So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and 
slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the 
meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to 
follow Elijah and became his servant.

What is Jesus saying to him?

 Did Jesus say “No”?

 Yes
o Say goodbye
o But, make it a real goodbye
o Be prepared to burn your plow/boats/bridges
o Then, no looking back
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Jesus calls in order to send

10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two 
others and sent them two by two ahead of him 
to every town and place where he was about to 
go.  2He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field.  3Go! I am sending you out like lambs 
among wolves.

What did the three men finally do?

#1. The 
Enthusiast

#2. The
Excuse-maker

#3. The
Procrastinator

Lord, anywhere! Lord, first … Lord, but …
Count the cost You go proclaim Don’t look back
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How will you respond?

 NOT just when you feel like it
 NOT only when it is convenient
 NO turning back

How Is God calling you?

YOU GO 
and 

PROCLAIM 
the 

Kingdom of God
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Do it!

We believe that the time has come for doing
more fully what he has commanded us; 
and by His grace we intend to do it. 
(The Lord’s) command is not ‘Do your best,’ 
but ‘DO IT’ ... Do the thing commanded.... 
‘Whatsoever he says to you, do it!”

James Hudson Taylor

Do it!

 We believe that the time has come for doing
more fully what he has commanded us; and by 
His grace we intend to do it. 

 (The Lord’s) command is not ‘Do your best,’ 
but ‘DO IT’ ... Do the thing commanded.... 

 ‘Whatsoever he says to you, do it!”
James Hudson Taylor


