
Dean Flemming – Recovering the Full Mission of God 

“Mission is more than one activity of the church 
among others. We cannot equate the church's mission 
with instigating an evangelistic outreach program, 
supporting overseas missionaries, running an inner-
city soup kitchen, or combating human trafficking, as 
worthy as such activities may be. These are merely 
concrete expressions of something that runs much 
deeper. We don't simply do Mission. ‘Mission’ is      
who we are. We are a people called by God                 
for the sake of the world. The church’s                      
being is inseparable from its mission.                        
This basic missional identity integrates                   
everything we say and do as a church.”

1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD

Gen.11:4 “Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves              
a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that       
we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered           
over the face of the whole earth."”

Gen.11:8-9 “So the LORD scattered them from there              
over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.         
That is why it was called Babel-- because there the               
LORD confused the language of the whole 
world. From there the LORD scattered 
them over  the face of the whole earth.”

1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD

Gen.12:1-3 “The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave               
your country, your people and your father's household           
and go to the land I will show you. "I will make you            
into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make           
your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless       
those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will              
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through        
you."”

1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD
2. THE STRATEGY OF MISSIONS – THE WISDOM OF GOD
3. THE JOY OF MISSIONS – THE BLESSINGS OF GOD

12:2-3 “I will make you into a great nation and I will              
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be              
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever             
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be      
blessed through you.”

Lev.26:11-12 “I will put my dwelling-place                           
among you, and I will not abhor you. I 
will walk among you and be your God, 
and you will be my people.”

1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD
2. THE STRATEGY OF MISSIONS – THE WISDOM OF GOD
3. THE JOY OF MISSIONS – THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
4. THE TARGET OF MISSIONS – THE PEOPLES OF GOD

Gal.3:29 “If you belong to Christ, then you are                   
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

Gen.18:18 “Abraham will surely become a great and powerful 
nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed 
through him.”

Jud.7:14 “In the morning, present                                     
yourselves tribe by tribe.”

“The tribe that the LORD takes shall                             
come forward clan by clan”

1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD
2. THE STRATEGY OF MISSIONS – THE WISDOM OF GOD
3. THE JOY OF MISSIONS – THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
4. THE TARGET OF MISSIONS – THE PEOPLES OF GOD
5. THE MESSAGE OF MISSIONS – THE SON OF GOD

Gen.12:7 – “To your offspring [singular] I will give this land”. 

Gal.3:16 “The promises were spoken to Abraham and                
to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to                 
seeds", meaning many people, but "and to                        
your seed", meaning one person, who is                          
Christ.”



1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD
2. THE STRATEGY OF MISSIONS – THE WISDOM OF GOD
3. THE JOY OF MISSIONS – THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
4. THE TARGET OF MISSIONS – THE PEOPLES OF GOD
5. THE MESSAGE OF MISSIONS – THE SON OF GOD

Gal.3:7-8 “Understand, then, that those who believe are        
children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God          
would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the         
gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be                  
blessed through you."”

1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD
2. THE STRATEGY OF MISSIONS – THE WISDOM OF GOD
3. THE JOY OF MISSIONS – THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
4. THE TARGET OF MISSIONS – THE PEOPLES OF GOD
5. THE MESSAGE OF MISSIONS – THE SON OF GOD
6. THE CHALLENGE OF MISSIONS – COMMAND OF GOD

(vs2-3) “I will make you into a great nation and I will
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be                 
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever              
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth                              
will be blessed through you.”

(v 1) “The LORD had said to Abram,                                     
"Leave your country, your people and                            
your father's household and go to the                           
land I will show you. … I will make                                                 
you into a great nation.”

1. THE ORIGINS OF MISSION – THE GRACE OF GOD
2. THE STRATEGY OF MISSIONS – THE WISDOM OF GOD
3. THE JOY OF MISSIONS – THE BLESSINGS OF GOD
4. THE TARGET OF MISSIONS – THE PEOPLES OF GOD
5. THE MESSAGE OF MISSIONS – THE SON OF GOD
6. THE CHALLENGE OF MISSIONS – COMMAND OF GOD
7. THE CENTRALITY OF MISSIONS – PROGRAMME OF GOD

Rev.5:6-13 “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, 
standing in the centre of the throne, encircled by the four living 
creatures and the elders. .. He came and took the scroll from the right 
hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the
four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 
Lamb. .. And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your 
blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." Then I looked and 
heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they 
sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and           wisdom and strength and honour and glory and 
praise!"               Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth                          
and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is             
in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne                
and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory                  
and power, for ever and ever!"”


